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December 10, 2009 Building a better world,
one community at atime

Greetings!

This past year, the Portland Professionals Chapter of Engineers Without Borders has
made a tremendous impact to the communities we serve. Our 65 Portland volunteers
have restored running water to avillage of 12,000 in remote Haiti, constructed a
much-needed rainwater collection tank for a school in Tanzania, and continue to
develop a secure water source for acommunity in Ecuador.

We could not have compl eted these projects without the support of our sponsors!
From sponsoring kickball teams at Kickball Without Borders, to supporting
employee volunteers with travel, to directly donating to our chapter, we are grateful
for the support from our local engineering and technology firms.

Asthe end of the year approaches, we encourage you to consider making a
contribution to our chapter. Contributions from our donors means that our volunteers
can spend less time on fundraising, and more time focused on devel oping sustainable
engineering solutions. Given the in-kind donations of our volunteers through travel,
every dollar donated has the potential to double in impact!

We have enclosed information about our chapter, the sponsorship opportunities that
are available, and summaries of our current projects. We are also pleased to enclose a
copy of our latest newsl etter.

To make a donation, please use the enclosed envelope or visit our website at:
www.ewbportland.org/donate. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, all donations are tax
deductible.

We encourageyou tojoin usin our effortsin Tanzania, Haiti, and Ecuador, by
giving to our Chapter this holiday season. Thanks again for your support!

Sincerely,
Bachd Lanigan

Rachel Lanigan
President, EWB Portland Professionals
president@ewbportland.org
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Clean Water to a Town Beyond the Highway

Les Anglais, Haiti

ENGINEERS
WITHOUT
BORDERS

USA

Project Cost
$45,000

Funds Needed
$20,000

Chapter

Portland Professionals

Background

The district of Les
Anglais lies on the
southwest coast of Haiti
over 3 hours by 4wd
truck from the nearest
city. Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
(OSLQ), in Lake
Oswego, OR has been
providing relief services
to the Les Anglais
community since 1988.

When OSLC conducted
a free medical clinic in
2006 they discovered
that the majority of
patients, particularly
children, suffered from
fevers, diarrhea, and
dehydration typical of
illnesses caused by
contaminated drinking
water. OSLC requested
help from the Portland
Professional Partners
chapter of EWB-USA to
make clean water a
reality for the people of
Les Anglais.

The Need

The people of Les Anglais get their drinking
water from a system designed in 1984 to serve
1000 people. The system is gravity-fed from
two source springs, the Basin Simbe and
Caiman, with distribution lines to the town
center. Today at least 12,000 people take water
from this system that is in desperate need of
maintenance and improvement. The
government of Haiti has been slow to meet
infrastructure needs as it faces ongoing
instability. The damage was so severe from
the hurricanes in August 2008 that no
community water was flowing into town after
the storms.

The EWB-USA Response

Defining Highest Priority Problems
The project group began by prioritizing water
infrastructure needs through ongoing
dialogue with community members and
OSLC. Repairs to the community water
system, treatment, and augmentation of
drinking water capacity are the highest
priorities.

2009 Field Work

The EWB team completed their first field trip
in Jan/Feb 2009 with multiple objectives. The
team met with community stakeholders to
identify high priority needs and define how
EWB and the community will work together
to begin to address them.

The team completed various assessment
activities during this first trip. They gathered
extensive GPS data with assistance of the Les
Anglais water board. These data are used to
map the water system, to conduct hydraulic
modeling, and to plan for future system
improvements. Water quality testing was

Engineers Without Borders"™-USA
(EWB-USA) is a non-profit
organization established in 2000 to
partner with developing communities
worldwide in order to improve their
quality of life.

For more information:
Website: www.ewb-usa.org
Phone: 303-772-2723

completed that confirmed the need for
treatment of Basin Simbe and Caiman water,
and confirmed safety of water from two
modern wells installed by OSLC in March
2008. EWB public health professionals
completed focus group and household health
surveys for development of a baseline
community health assessment to guide
engineering interventions.

The team also worked with community
laborers to repair the Basin Simbe system,
resulting in returned flow to the storage
reservoir for the first time since the 2008
hurricanes.

In June/July 2009 the EWB team returned and
focused this fieldwork on additional
improvements to the Basin Simbe system. As a
result of this work flow to the storage reservoir
was brought back to full capacity, a 7-fold
increase from the start of work. Additionally,
four more modern wells were installed in and
around the town center. The team will return
to Les Anglais next winter to implement water
treatment.

Fundraising for Future Activities
Critical to meeting all of the necessary steps to
success in Les Anglais is having funding
available for each phase of the project.
Fundraising activities in Portland are ongoing
to support and sustain this work.

The mayor of Les Anglais stated, “For us, water
is life.” There is no better way to articulate the
value of this EWB project.

To learn more about this project:

Visit: www.ewbportland.org/haiti
OR
Contact: carolynshapiro@ewbportland.org

www.ewbportland.org

Building a better world, one community at a time

www.ewb-usa.org





